
 

My sister Beth and I were preparing the nursery over the President's Day weekend in Feb-
ruary 2008.  I last saw my doctor on February 14th and everything looked great and was 
going well with my pregnancy.  We knew we were having a boy and girl and were very 

excited about our twins!  In the afternoon of February 18, 2008 I started contracting.  I 
was worried but not overly concerned.  That evening I told my husband that I thought we 
needed to get to the hospital which was an hour away.  By the time we arrived my con-
tractions were 2 minutes apart.  Upon examination, they discovered that I was 2 centime-
ters dilated.  I was told that I would probably be in the hospital or at least on bed rest 
through the duration of my pregnancy.  I remembered thinking, how on earth can I stay 
in bed that long?  Who will manage our household, pay the bills, take care of the pets?  I 
realize that my thoughts were normal but in retrospect I would have done anything to 
have kept my precious babies in the womb for much longer.  I felt guilty for having those 
thoughts.  On the evening of February 22nd after being on magnesium sulfate for 4 days I 
started contracting again.  Upon examination, the doctors were somewhat taken back by 
what they discovered.  My baby boy was already in the birth canal and my precious 
daughter was right behind him, lined up like a choo-choo train ready to go.    
Raphael W. Burch IV, nicknamed Buddy, and Elizabeth T. Burch, nicknamed Beth, were 
born 16 weeks prematurely on February 22, 2008.  Buddy was born first, a natural deliv-
ery, weighing in at 1lb 7oz and Beth was born 20 minutes later by way of C-section only 
weighing 1lb 4oz.  Born at 24 weeks gestation, their little eyes were still fused and their 
fingers and toes were the smallest I had ever seen.  Despite being so very small and criti-
cal I knew in my heart they would be okay.  God gave me that peace that surpasses all 
understanding.  It was a long road--one step forward two steps back, on ventilators, on 
oxygen, bradycardias, the list goes on.  Buddy was transferred from AAMC to Children's 
National Medical Center on May 6th for emergency surgery.  Beth followed a month later 
for surgery on her intestine as well.  Buddy had a total of four surgeries and Beth had 
one.  After 121 days in the NICU Buddy Burch came home and 6 weeks later Beth came 
home!  Beth's totaled stay in the NICU was 166 days.  They are miracle babies, thriving in 
every area thanks to the extraordinary AAMC and CNMC NICU staff but most importantly, 
thanks to our heavenly Father who protected them even before they were born. 
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Anne Arundel Medical Center NICU Christmas Dinner 

Molly’s Mission served Christmas Day Dinner at Anne Arundel Medical Center for the 

staff and families of their Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.  Thanks to Whole Foods Anna-

polis, Chick-Fil-A Annapolis, Safeway of Arnold, BJ’s Wholesale Club of Pasadena, The 

Stohler Family, The Wiley Family, The Romines Family, The Castiglione Family, and the 

McFarland Family, the parents of critically ill newborns were able to spend time with 

their babies and enjoy a wonderful holiday meal with other families and staff mem-

bers.   

We look forward to providing more meals in the future including a Father’s Day Barbe-

que this June. 

If you’d like to be a part of brightening upcoming holidays for NICU families by donat-

ing food items, please let us know.  

info@mollysmission.org 

  

 

Lace Up Your Walking Shoes! 

In 2009 March for Babies team Molly’s Mission raised over $3000 for the March of 

Dimes earning a spot in the top 5 teams for the Greater Baltimore area walk.  This 

year we hope to do the same, but we’ll need your help!  Are you a preemie?  A parent 

to a preemie?  Maybe your grandchild was born full term but had respitory distress?  

Or maybe your baby was born healthy as can be.  The March of Dimes played a roll in 

each of their lives.  From developing surfactant to help immature lungs breath, to the 

research we have today about what is best for a healthy pregnancy.  The March of 

Dimes is for ALL babies!  One day ALL babies will be born healthy……...but we need to 

walk to get there. 

March for Babies will be held on Sunday, April 25th at Camden Yards at 9 am.  We 

welcome and encourage you to sign up & join us.  Signing up is simple.  If you don’t 

live in the Greater Baltimore area, but would still like to join our team, you can.  Sign 

up to join our team and choose your local walk.  We’ll send you team T shirts and you 

can participate in all of our online fundraisers. 

So sign up today and get your walking shoes ready!                                    

www.marchforbabies.com/mollysmission 

Questions?  Email us at info@mollysmission.org 

If you’re not able to walk, please consider making a donation. 

March of Dimes honors Emily 

Emily McFarland (age 5), a mem-
ber of Team Molly’s Mission for the 
2009 March of Dimes March for 
Babies received a 2009 Presidents 
Award pin and a letter from March 
of Dimes President, Jennifer 
Howse.  Emily earned Top 
Youth Walker status for her 2009 
March for Babies fundraising in the 
Maryland – National Capital 
area.  She also ranked as the num-
ber 242 walker in the United 
States!  

 Congratulations & Way to go 
Emily! 

Emily will be walking in the 2010 
March for Babies this April and 
hopes to raise even more money 
than last year.  She encourages 
other children to join her in the 
fight for healthy babies! 

To walk with Emily or to donate go 
to:  

www.marchforbabies.com/
emilymcfarland  



NICU Family Resource Libraries 

We are  in need of more books for the NICU Family Resource Libraries.  These books are extremely helpful to parents, siblings, 

and other family members while their child is in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.  Often times parents do not expect for their 

child to be in a NICU and therefore have no idea what’s going on with their little one or what they can expect next.  The NICU 

time is very frightening for parents and these books can help the better understand the entire NICU and/or preemie experience.  

We have put together a wish list at Amazon.  Go to www.amazon.com and search under wish lists for Molly’s Mission.  You can 

shop directly from Amazon, send us an Amazon gift certificate via email, or print out our list and take it with you on your next 

shopping trip.  These books will go to various area NICU’s. 

 

 

Clothing Donations 

We are always accepting clothing donations.  The biggest needs are  

Preemie and newborn onesies and sleepers and receiving blankets.   

These items do not have to be new.  Gently used items are perfect. 

If you have items to donate contact us and we’ll pick them up. 

 

We’re always looking for volunteers!  Ask how you can help! 

 

 

Whether you’re a dice diva or you’ve never even heard of the game, you won’t want to miss our upcom-

ing bunco party.   The planning is in the works and should be finalized soon so be sure to watch our site 

for more information.  In the mean time dust off your dice and tell your friends! 

 

Preemie Park Day 

Being the parent of a preemie isn’t easy.  Preemies face many challenges and issues that  most healthy full term babies never 

experience.  Whether your preemie was born at 24 weeks or 36 weeks, their challenges are difficult.  Being a parent of a 

premature baby can be equally as difficult and even more emotional.  It really can help to talk with other parents with preemies.  

If you’re a parent to a preemie contact us about our upcoming Preemie Park Day we’re holding at Quiet Waters Park.  It doesn’t 

matter if your preemie is 8 years old, or just discharged from the NICU, you’re all welcome and encouraged to join us!   

 

 

Do You BUNCO? 



Thank You to our 1st Annual Molly’s Mission Bull & Oyster Roast to benefit AAMC NICU Sponsors 

The Hambleton Inn  Maryland Science Center  Ledo’s Pizza  Third Eye Comics 

Colleen Feehley, Mary Kay  Luray Caverns   Aurora Galleries  Pic N’ Paint Pottery 

AirMania Fun Zone  Carrol’s Creek Café  Annapolis Seafood Allison’s Restaurant 

Cheeburger Cheeburger   Buddy’s Crabs & Ribs   Gary’s Grill  Pub Dog Pizza 

Pizza Hut of Maryland  Bertucci’s   Giant Foods  Baltimore Comedy Factory 

Ladew Topiary Gardens  Kent Manor Inn   Franklin Toys  Kira Reeves, Tastefully Simple 

Clydes of Columbia  Main Ingredient   Longwood Gardens Kate Switzer, Close to my Heart 

Pumpkin Theatre   Folger Theatre   Macaroni Grill  Joy Cortina, Arbonne 

    ShadowLand Laser  Fiifer’s Seafood  Christine Westphal, for: Home- 

    Geppi’s Museum   Outback Steakhouse Made Gourmet & Creative Memories 

     

 



Heaven’s Best is Cleaning Up for Molly’s Mission 

Heaven’s Best Carpet  and Upholstery Cleaning of Severna Park has teamed up with Molly’s Mission! 

When you schedule an appointment with Heaven’s Best, they will donate 10% of your bill to Molly’s Mission!  You can also get 

10% off your total when you schedule your appointment before May  31, 2009. 

www.heavensbestmd.com    
            
           410-544-0195 
 
 

Find out more about our fundraisers at www.mollysmission.org 

http://www.heavensbestmd.com
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